
Chair:   
Vice-Chair: 

Members: 

Cllr L Wood 
Cllr M McBride 

Cllr J Guest, Cllr E Hatton, Cllr D Melvin 

You are hereby summoned to attend an ORDINARY meeting of the GRANTS COMMITTEE on Tuesday 10th March 
2026 at 6.00pm at the Town Hall.   

Under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 the Council’s public meetings are recorded, 
which includes filming, audio-recording as well as photography. 

In accordance with the council’s standing orders any councillor or member of the public must inform all of those 
present if they wish to film, photograph, livestream or make an audio recording of meeting proceedings. 

We are proud to announce that Carterton Town Council has signed the Civility and Respect Pledge. The Council 
will treat all Members, Officers, and members of the public, with civility and respect at all times. We please ask 
that members of the public do the same.  

Simon Garwood 
Town Clerk and Chief Officer 

AGENDA PAGES 

1. APOLOGIES
Committee to receive apologies for absence.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST and DISPENSATIONS
With reference to items on the agenda Members are reminded of their responsibility to
declare interests and to update their Register of Interests accordingly.

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Committee to approve the minutes of the Grants Committee meeting held on 16th
December 2025.

PAGES 3 - 5 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Members of the public are invited to speak on matters relating to this agenda. The
period of time designated for public participation in accordance with Standing Orders
shall not exceed 15 minutes, max. three minutes per person, and will be under the
direction of the Chair.

Town Hall 
Alvescot Road 

Carterton 
Oxon OX18 3JL 

Tel: 01993 842156 
Email: clerk@carterton-tc.gov.uk 

www.carterton-tc.gov.uk 

Carterton 
Town 

Council 
5th March 2026 
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5. UPDATE ON THE GRANTS BUDGET AND PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS 
Committee to recommend to the Full Council that any funds remaining in the Grants 
budget for 2025-26 are reserved and then added to the Grants budget for 2026-27. 
 

 
 
 

 6. GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
a) To consider and make recommendations to the Town Council on a grant 

application from the Oxfordshire Play Association. 
b) To consider and make recommendations to the Town Council on a grant 

application from the West Oxfordshire Community Transport. 
c) To consider and make recommendations to the Town Council on a grant 

application from Save the Children towards the Carterton May Day Event 2026. 
d) To consider and make a recommendations to the Town Council on a grant 

application from Carterton Celebrates towards the Carterton Open Gardens 
Event 2026. 
 

 
PAGES 6 - 61 
 
PAGES 62 – 67 
 
PAGES 68 – 73 
 
PAGES 74 - 77  

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Committee to note that the date of the next meeting is to be confirmed pending the 
receipt of new applications for grants and available budget. 
 

 

Members of the Press and Public Welcome 

Please click on any heading underlined to take you to the relevant supporting information.  
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Carterton Town Council 

DRAFT 
A meeting of the GRANTS COMMITTEE was held on Tuesday 16 December 2025  

at 6.30pm in the Town Hall and was attended by the following: 
 
Chair:    Cllr L Wood 
Vice Chair:   Cllr M McBride 
 
Members: Cllr J Guest, Cllr D Melvin 

 
In attendance: There were no members of the public present 
 
Town Clerk:   Mr S Garwood 
 
 

ITEM MINUTE VOTE/ACTION 
 

G10/25-26/1 APOLOGIES 
 

 

  
Apologies were received from Cllr E Hatton. 
 
The Clerk apologised for the meeting starting later than 
planned, which was due to the previous meeting overrunning. 
 

 
 

G11/25-26/2 
 

DECLARATONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS  

  
Cllr Wood declared an interest in the Carterton WI Hall grant 
application, due to her early involvement in a discussion group 
regarding Phase 1 and 2 of the refurbishment project. 
 

 

G12/25-26/3 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

 

  
The minutes of the meeting held on 8 July 2025 were approved 
as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 

 
Proposed: McB 
Seconded: JG 
All in favour 

G13/25-26/4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 

  
There were no members of the public present. 
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G14/25-26/5 UPDATE ON THE GRANT BUDGET AND PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS 
 

  
Committee to note the budget remaining for 2025-2026. 
 
The Clerk said that there is currently £6,470 remaining in the 
budget.  Recommendations from the Grants Committee for the 
two applications considered today will go to the Council 
meeting in January 2026, so this would probably be the last 
allocation for this financial year.  The Clerk suggested that any 
remaining funds be rolled over to next year’s budget. 
 
IT WAS RESOLVED to recommend to Council that the money 
remaining in the budget after the grants are awarded today 
should be rolled over to the next financial year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed: JG 
Seconded: LW 
All in favour 

G15/25-26/6 GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2025/2026 
 

 

  
The following grant applications were considered: 
 

 

(a) Carterton Food Angels 
 
The Food Angels, operating from the former Day Centre building 
providing food parcels, community hub, meals and warm 
space facilities, seek a grant of £2,000 towards the cost of a 
dishwasher and cooker.   
 
It was noted that neither of the applications being considered 
had match funded up to 50% as stated in the policy.  The Clerk 
said that there is a £2,000 limit on general grants and 
community events, but not for service level agreements.  The 
committee could use its discretion when making an award. 
 
IT WAS RESOLVED to recommend to Council that a grant of 
£2,000 be awarded to Carterton Food Angels. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed: McB 
Seconded: LW 
All in favour 
 

(b) Carterton WI Hall 
 
Carterton WI Hall provides a warm and welcoming facility for 
their members and local community groups.  The hall has been 
completely refurbished during 2025, with the exception of the 
kitchen, which will commence in 2026.  A grant of £5,000 is 
sought towards the cost of refurbishing the kitchen, although 
any amount offered would be welcome. 
 
During the discussion, it was noted that the Council had 
previously awarded a grant of £20,000 to the WI, and the hall is 
extremely well used by the community.   
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IT WAS RESOLVED to recommend to Council that a grant of 
£2,000 be awarded to Carterton WI Hall. 
 
 

 
Proposed: McB 
Seconded: LW 
All in favour 

G16/25-26/7 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

 

  
The Committee noted the date of next meeting is to be 
confirmed pending new applications for Grants and available 
budget. 
 

 

 
 
The meeting closed at 6.47pm. 
 
 
Chair:  ………………………………………………………  
 
Date:    ……………………………………………………….   
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From 2012 to 2025 we have delivered over 160 events across Oxfordshire which have been 
attended by over 170,000 ‘guests’ 
(Our 2020 Events were postponed due to Coronavirus Lockdowns / Restrictions) 
  
The key selling point of our project is that all of our events offer both FREE Entrance and 
FREE Activities to ensure an Inclusion for ALL.  
  
These events were already becoming increasingly important with the savage cuts previously 
imposed on Children and Families services in Oxfordshire (including the closure of local 
Children’s Centres and Youth Services) in terms of providing activities and information on 
services available to local families.  
 
These needs were further exacerbated by the issues caused by Covid-19.  
 
In addition to all this Children, Young People and their Families now face an unprecedented 
Cost of Living Crisis.  
  
It is of no surprise to anyone then that we are now seeing unprecedented increases in 
children’s mental health problems and loneliness, alongside reduced physical activity.  
 
We previously delivered events of this nature for Carterton / RAF Brize Norton before in 
2013, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2022, 2023, 2024 and in 2025 and we worked in partnership with 
Carterton Town Council, RAF Brize Norton and other local groups to deliver these events / 
this project 
 
Based on the success of our previous Playday events we would like to return again in 2026 
for our annual Playday event which is planned to be delivered at the Alvescot Road 
Recreation Ground on Saturday 13th June 2026 
 
The event will again have the following key, Aims and Objectives; 
 
 For Children & Young People 
 
1) Promote Positive Behaviours & Activities (reduce anti-social behaviour) 
2) Promote Increased Levels of Physical Activity 
3) Promote a Healthy Lifestyle (healthy choices) 
4) Promote Healthy Weight Management (obesity reduction) 
5) Provide information on services and activities to promote a sense of Wellbeing and 
Inclusion 
  
For Parents / Carers 
 
1) Provide an Event offering both FREE Entrance & FREE Activities to Ensure an Inclusion for 
ALL 
2) Demonstrate how Play can be achieved on a Zero / Minimal Budget using Natural & 
Recycled materials 
3) Provide information on services and activities available in the local and wider area 
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or to purchase equipment to help your group provide services to its users. Other funding can 
come from your own fundraising, existing resources or grants from other organisations. 
 
The Grants Committee reserves the right to monitor the application and use of any grant 
awarded and may withhold, withdraw or recover the grant if the funds are not used for the 
purposes described in the application.  
 
Application Process and Meeting Dates 
 
Grants Committee meetings are held 4 times a year and the committee reviews, discusses and 
makes a recommendation on the level of grant to be awarded to each applicant. The 
committee reserves the right not to award a grant to an applicant. Applicants are encouraged 
to attend the committee meeting, to present their case. The giving of a grant one year does not 
set a precedent for another year. 
 
The application form and supporting documents need to be submitted at least 20 working days 
prior to each committee meeting, to the Town Clerk, Simon Garwood - contact details above. 
Additional information or clarification may be requested to support your grant application 
before the meeting. The committee may defer an application, pending receipt of any additional 
information it requires.   
 
Please contact the Town Council if you have any questions before submitting your application. 
 

For Office Use Only 
 

Grant applications must be checked against the following criteria. Any questions where the 
answer is ‘no’ must be reported to the Grants Committee meeting where the application is 
being considered. 
 

Yes No 
(investigate) 

 

  The grant will result in a benefit for the area covered by the Town 
Council and will contribute positively to the area of Carterton? 

  Does the grant exclude ongoing running costs? 
  If the application is for running costs has the applicant included plans for 

where future running costs will be found from? 
  Is the grant for a group and not for individuals or organisations whose 

function is primarily undertaken by the health authority or Oxfordshire 
County Council’s Social Services? 

  Is the grant for non-political or non-quasi-political organisations or 
projects? 

  Is the grant application for £2,000 or less? 
  For applications in excess of £2,000, has the applicant fully detailed the 

exceptional circumstances? 
  Does the application include the required financial and organisational 

information? 
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  Is this the only application in this financial year from this group or 
organisation? 

  Is the applicant based in the Town Council area? If not has the applicant 
detailed what proportion of beneficiaries of the grant reside in the area?  

  Is the application for future funding? (ie not retrospective) 
  Is the grant for the sole use of the applying group and not to pass on 

money? 
  Has the applicant demonstrated how one-off grant funding will lead to 

greater self-sufficiency and lessen the need for future applications? 
  For applications for funds for security measures, does the applicant have 

the support of the local police or crime reduction officer?  
 
 
Assessing officer………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date of assessment……………………………………………………………………. 
 
Decision (delete as applicable) reject / return for further information / proceed to committee 
 
Approved as an agenda item for the Grants Committee meeting on ………………………………………….. 
 
Outcome at that meeting …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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REPORT ON CARTERTON / RAF BRIZE 
NORTON PLAY & ACTIVITY DAY 2025    

 SATURDAY 5TH JULY 2025 

BUILDING COMMUNITIES THROUGH PLAY’ 

Funding Secured and Event Organised and Delivered by;   
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Playday is the national day for play, celebrated each year across the UK. 

The theme for this year’s Playday is … Spaces for Play. 

This year’s theme highlights the vital importance of accessible, inclusive spaces 
where children and young people have opportunities to play freely, spending 

time, and connecting with friends – and feel valued as part of their community. 
Children will play anywhere and everywhere, so access to quality playful spaces 

and places is essential for their happiness and development, offering 
opportunities to boost both physical health and emotional well-being. 

This Playday, we’re calling for spaces for play that: 

Are inclusive and welcoming for children and young people of all ages and 
abilities. 

Provide accessible, safe, and playful spaces where children can play freely in 
their local community.  

Maximise opportunities for play in schools, childcare, and youth settings. 

Are shaped by the voices, needs, and experiences of children and young people 
themselves.  

Support play that promotes fun, friendship, being active, enjoying nature, and 
building a strong sense of belonging. 

Encourage families, carers, and communities to come together through play 
across generations.  

Every child and young person has the right to play – and they deserve the time, 
space, freedom, and opportunity to do so, every day. This Playday, we encourage 

families, community leaders, planners, developers, and everyone who shapes 
children’s lives to champion better spaces for play. Together, we can create a 
more playful, inclusive world where all children can grow, thrive, and belong. 
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OPA would like to thank the following for 
their financial and practical support, without 
whom this event would not have happened 
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OPA PLAY AND ACTIVITY DAYS 2025 

KEY AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

For Children & Young People 
1) Promote Positive Behaviours & Activities (reduce anti-social 
behaviour) 
2) Promote Increased Levels of Physical Activity 
3) Promote a Healthy Lifestyle (healthy choices) 
4) Promote Healthy Weight Management (obesity reduction) 
5) Provide information on services and activities to promote a sense 
of Wellbeing and Inclusion 
 
For Parents / Carers 
1) Provide an Event offering both FREE Entrance & FREE 

Activities to Ensure an Inclusion for ALL 
2) Demonstrate how Play & Quality Family Time can be achieved 

on a Zero / Minimal Budget using Natural & Recycled materials 
3) Provide information on services and activities available in the 

local and wider area  
 
For Communities 

1) Encourage a greater sense of belonging to promote Active & Engaged 
Communities – ‘Love Where You Live’ 

2) Promote local clubs, groups and societies 
3) Involve local groups, communities and Children & Young People in the 

planning and delivery of each event       
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OPA’s Vision is to ‘Improve Lives Through Play’ 
OPA’s Mission is to ‘Champion and to support 
the rights of all Children & Young People to 
have access to, high quality, inclusive Play 

opportunities to improve their Physical, Mental 
and Spiritual wellbeing’ 

 
T = 07436 270267 

E = enquiries@oxonplay.org.uk 
W = www.oxonplay.org.uk 

Facebook – Oxfordshire Play Association - 
OPA 

X / Twitter = @oxonplay 
Blue Sky = @oxon-play-assoc 

Linkedin = Oxfordshire Play Association 
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OXFORDSHIRE PLAY 
ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL REPORT 
2025 

For the Period 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025 

OPA is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
Registered Charity Number 1160320 

 
OPA’s Vision is to improve lives through play 

 
OPA’s mission is to champion and to support the rights 
of all Children and Young People to have access to high 

quality, inclusive Play opportunities to improve their 
Physical, Mental and Spiritual Wellbeing 
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OPA ORGANISATIONAL DETAILS 
OPA TRUSTEES 

Chair = Anda Fitzgerald O’Connor 

 Hon. Treasurer = Meryl Smith 

Trustees = Anne Bissell, Sarah Gristwood and Emma Leaver   

OPA STAFF 

Manager = Martin Gillett 

Finance Officer = Cheryl Barnes 

Sessional Playworkers = Tracy Rampton, Dominique Keetley and Rebecca 
Gray 

RAF Benson Family Support Worker = Tracey-Lee Parker 

ADDRESS 

Suite 8-05, Unit 8, Area C, Radley Road Industrial Estate, Radley Road, 
Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 3RY 

BANKERS 

CAF Bank Ltd, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 
4JQ 

ACCOUNTANTS / AUDITORS 

SPX Oxford, Peace House, 19 Paradise Street, Oxford. OX1 1LD 

OPA FINANCE – 2024/25 

Income £169,640 
Expenditure £164,948 
Surplus £4,692 
Reserves £61,940 

 

 (A full copy of our Independently Examined Accounts are available on 
request) 
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Trustees Annual Financial Report  

We are pleased to report that OPA continued to deliver our projects and 
services across Oxfordshire in what was another busy year for the Charity. 

It was also a special year for us as we celebrated our 50th birthday after 
starting to operate in November 1974, this truly shows the resilience of our 
organisation and that even after 50 years Play is so very much needed in the 
lives of Children and Young People for both their Physical and Mental 
Wellbeing. 

Following a Trustee recruitment campaign which ran alongside our 50th 
birthday celebrations we were absolutely delighted to welcome 2 new 
Trustees to the Charity. Sarah Gristwood who brings a wealth of experience in 
Education and Emma Leaver with an expertise in Health. Both Sarah & Emma 
have been welcome additions to our Volunteer Management Board.    

Our income of £169,640 was the 2nd highest it has been in the last 9 
years which shows that both our fundraising and service contracts are working 
well and that our projects and services meet the needs of today.  

Our expenditure was £164,948 meaning that we were able to record a 
small surplus of £4,692. With the exception of 'Covid' year we have now 
recorded a surplus for 6 years in a row evidencing what a well run organisation 
OPA is with all the financial challenges that a small charity faces. 

Our unrestricted reserves now stand at £61,940 which is the highest 
level since financial year 2026/17 meaning that we are well placed to cope 
with any future major disruption to our operations and services. 

At the start of the financial year in April 2025 we consolidated our 
existing office space and 2 x storage lockers into one larger premises, although 
this saw an increase in our annual rental expenditure we now have our office 
base and all our equipment and resources under '1 roof' which is vastly 
reducing staff time travelling around collecting equipment from various 
locations. 

As always all of our projects and services are offered FREE of charge to 
ensure an inclusion for ALL - No Child or Young Person should have to miss out 
on Play opportunities due to the cost. 
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Due to the savage cuts previously imposed on Children and Families 
services in Oxfordshire (including the closure of local Children’s Centres and 
Youth Services) during Austerity our projects and services were already 
becoming increasingly important in terms of providing activities and 
information on services available to local families. 

These needs were further exacerbated by the issues caused by Covid-19. 

In addition to all this Children, Young People and their Families faced an 
unprecedented Cost of Living Crisis. 

It is of no surprise to anyone then that we are now seeing 
unprecedented increases in children’s mental health problems and loneliness, 
alongside reduced physical activity. 

Our project work continues to increase and last year we delivered 18 
FREE, Community Play & Activity Days across Oxfordshire which were attended 
by over 20,000 guests, a remarkable achievement for a relatively small 
organisation. 

We also managed to continue our work with both Oxford University and 
Brookes University following the production of our 'Why Play Matters' and 
Why Play is Important in Oxfordshire' reports as part of the Science Together 
project. 

In addition to this we continued the delivery of our Therapeutic 
Playwork project at Thameside and Thomas Reade schools, our Faringdon 
Junior Youth Club project grew in attendance numbers and we delivered new 
Stay & Play sessions in Blackbird Leys in partnership with Peabody Housing. 
Thanks to funding from the Armed Forces Covenant Trust we were also able to 
employ a support worker at RAF Benson to help and support Young People 
access Play and leisure activities. We continued with our Play Infrastructure 
support work across Cherwell District Council and our Playbox hire scheme 
recorded its busiest year for some time. 

This work will continue into 2025/26 with other new exciting projects 
planned including Youth Sessions in Wheatley, a series of mini Playdays and a 
unique, Pop Up Play project delivered in Oxford City Centre in partnership with 
Oxfordshire County Council and Oxford City Council   

None of this would be possible without the following; 
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Our partners - due to our relatively small size we always work with 
partners in our project work, this increases our delivery capacity massively, 
helps reduce duplication and ensures that we all share best practice - it also 
ensures that we are meeting LOCAL need with LOCAL people. 

Our funders and supporters - we continue to be so very grateful to all of 
our funders and supporters, many of whom are local, without the support of 
these groups and individuals we would not be able to deliver the volume of 
work that we do 

Our manager and staff - our small, but amazingly dedicated team of staff 
continue to deliver outstanding work across the County delivering the work of 
many whilst numbering only a few - the feedback and comments we receive 
from numerous sources confirms the positive difference they make to the 
Physical and Mental Wellbeing of Children and Young People and we are so 
grateful to them for their hard work and professionalism. 

Anda Fitzgerald-O’Connor (Chair) 

 

OPA STATEMENT OF PUBLIC BENEFIT  

OPA and its Trustees confirm that they have complied with the Statutory 
Duty in Section 17(5) of the 2011 Charities Act to have due regard to Public 
Benefit guidance published by the Charity Commission. We work on a fully 

inclusive basis across Oxfordshire taking into account all relevant legislation 
and guidelines. 
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PROJECT Play & Activity Days 2024 

FUNDED BY 

 

 

 

 

 

Oxfordshire County Council (Councillor Priority Fund) / 
Sovereign Housing / A2 Dominion Housing / Abingdon 
Vineyard Church / Grant & Stone / Co-Op Community Grant 
/ Green Square Accord / Littlemore Parish Council / 
Cherwell District Council / South Oxfordshire District 
Council / SOHA / Abingdon Town Council / Banbury 
Charities / Dorchester Group / Benson Parish Council / 
Didcot Town Council / JA Pye Charitable Settlement / 
Didcot Powerhouse Fund / The Howe Trust / Peabody 
Housing / Shanly Foundation / Oxford City Council / 
Waitrose – John Lewis / Eynsham Parish Council / Heyford 
Park Parish Council / Faringdon United Charity / Tesco 
Community Grants – Stronger Starts / Henley Town Council 
/ Didcot Rotary Club / Emma Wilson Memorial Fund / 
Faringdon Town Council / Wheatley Parish Council / Witney 
Town Council / Carterton Town Council / Cottsway Housing 
/ Banbury Town Council / Sanctuary Housing / Blenheim 
Bursary / Doris Field Charitable Trust / RAF Brize Norton 
Community Support / Bicester Town Council / EKFB / 
Ambrosden 4 Children / Platform Housing Group / 
Ambrosden Parish Council / Witney Town Hall Charity / 
West Oxfordshire District Council / Boots Charitable Trust        

PROJECT 
DETAILS 

Delivery of Community Play & Activity days across 
Oxfordshire offering both FREE Entrance and FREE Activities 
to ensure an Inclusion for ALL  

PROJECT 
DELIVERY 

We delivered a total of 17 main Playday events in 2024 
including first ever events delivered for Henley and Heyford 
Park (this included 4 ‘Armed Forces Playdays’ in partnership 
with our colleagues from the Armed Forces Community) in 
addition to 2 x mini Playday events in Chipping Norton and 
Windrush Place in Witney as follows; 
 
Oxford City – Littlemore = Saturday 15th June 
Vauxhall Barracks / Didcot = Saturday 22nd June 
RAF Benson / Benson = Saturday 29th June 
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South Abingdon = Saturday 6th July 
Wheatley & Holton = Saturday 13th July 
Oxford – Rose Hill = Saturday 20th July 
Eynsham = Friday 26th July 
RAF Brize Norton / Carterton = Saturday 27th July 
Bicester Elmsbrook = Monday 29th July 
Banbury Peoples Park = Wednesday 31st July 
Witney = Thursday 1st August 
Faringdon = Friday 2nd August 
Heyford Park = Saturday 3rd August 
Berinsfield = Tuesday 6th August 
Henley = Tuesday 13th August 
Bicester Garrison / Ambrosden = Thursday 8th August 
Banbury Princess Diana Park = Wednesday 14th August 
 
Chipping Norton ‘mini’ Playday = Wednesday 28th August 
Windrush Place ‘mini’ Playday = Thursday 29th August 
 
These events were attended by over 20,000 Children, 
Young People and their Families. 
  
As always we worked in partnership with a wide range of 
local organisations in both the planning and delivery of 
each event to ensure that we were meeting LOCAL need 
with LOCAL people including the relevant Town or Parish 
Council, local Housing Association and other local Charities 
and organisations with an interest in Children and Young 
People.  
 
Each event had the following key, Aims and Objectives 
 
For Children & Young People 

1) Promote Positive Behaviours & Activities (reduce anti-
social behaviour) 

2) Promote Increased Levels of Physical Activity 
3) Promote a Healthy Lifestyle (healthy choices) 
4) Promote Healthy Weight Management (obesity 
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Playday is the annual celebration of the Childrens Right to Play in the UK. 
(www.playday.org.uk)   

The 2024 Playday theme was ‘Play – the Culture of Childhood’ – Supporting 
play, fun and friendships.  

www.summerofplay.co.uk / www.playday.org.uk  
 

 

 

 

 

 

reduction) 
5) Provide information on services and activities to 

promote a sense of Wellbeing and Inclusion 
 
For Parents / Carers 

1) Provide an Event offering both FREE Entrance & FREE 
Activities to Ensure an Inclusion for ALL 

2) Demonstrate how Play & Quality Family Time can be 
achieved on a Zero / Minimal Budget using Natural 
& Recycled materials 

3) Provide information on services and activities 
available in the local and wider area 

 
For Communities 

1) Encourage a greater sense of belonging to promote 
Active & Engaged Communities – ‘Love Where You 
Live’ 

2) Promote local clubs, groups and societies  
3) Involve local groups, communities and Children & 

Young People in the planning and delivery of each 
event    
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Playday is the national day for play, celebrated each year across the UK. 

The theme for Playday 2024 was …  

Play – the culture of childhood - Supporting play, fun and friendships 

The theme celebrated the rich and lively culture of children’s play.  

Every child plays – playfulness is a distinct feature of behaviour across 
generations and cultures. Playing generates a culture of childhood. 

Playing is vital for children’s health, happiness, and creativity. Through play: 

children develop a sense of, and value for culture 

cultural exploration is encouraged, fostering an appreciation for diversity 

children work together, negotiate, and build relationships. 

children feel connected to each other and their neighbourhoods 

children create and pass on games, songs and stories. 

Play is every child’s right – on Playday and every day. 

This Playday, we are calling on everyone – families, playworkers, and all those 
who work with children across the UK, to join together to foster a culture of 

supporting play. 
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PROJECT OXFORD THERAPEUTIC PLAYWORK 

FUNDED AND 
SUPPORTED BY 

 

PROJECT DETAILS To support Children & Young People faced with challenges 
to increase their resilience, develop a positive sense of 
self and improve their self confidence 

Developed in partnership with the late, Internationally 
renowned Playwork Theorist Gordon Sturrock 

 

Following our initial 3 year project funding from Children In Need and 
Thanks to other funders such as the Oxfordshire Community Foundation and in 

particular Christs Hospital of Abingdon our Therapeutic Playwork project is 
now in it’s 6th year. We worked at both Thameside and Thomas Reade Schools 

in Abingdon in the last financial year where both of the schools have a high 
percentage of Children eligible for Pupil Premium 

 We worked with 8 Cohorts of 6 x Children to deliver 10 x 1 hour 
Therapeutic Play sessions within School Hours, each over 1 Full term 

 48 Children in total – 24 from Thameside School and 24 from Thomas 
Reade 

 The Therapeutic Play sessions were delivered by 2 Therapeutic Playwork 
specialists from OPA with extensive experience of working in this 
environment 

 The Therapeutic Playwork sessions offered a safe and secure, Child led 
Play Environment with an empathetic approach to Play that centred 
around clear and consistent boundaries to enable Children to express 
and act out emotions in a safe way 

 
KEY AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

 
1) Children and Young People are Emotionally Well – They can Play through  

and express their emotions in a safe, non-judgemental way 
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2) Children and Young People are Empowered through Child Centred and 
Child Led activities / sessions 

3) Children & Young People enjoy Positive Relationships with their Peers 
and Adults 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHO 

 We worked with Children with additional needs who currently fall below 
the Oxfordshire County Council ‘Threshold of Need’ (those at Level 2 / 
early Level 3 on the County Council ‘windscreen’) 

 The project was not designed for those Children with multiple / complex 
needs 

 Children suffering Lack of Confidence, Social Skills etc 
 

Following meetings with key staff at the school the Children were chosen and 
referred by the school. Feedback from staff showed sincere appreciation of the 
positive impact that our sessions had on these children. 
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PROJECT Cherwell District Council – Play Infrastructure 

FUNDED AND 
SUPPORTED BY 

 

PROJECT DETAILS Supporting Play Infrastructure, Projects and Services 
across the Cherwell District Council Area 

Within Cherwell District Council we co-Chair the Cherwell Young People, Play 
and Wellbeing Group and are also involved with both the ‘Grimsbury and 
North Banbury Networks’ working in the ‘Brighter Futures’ areas of Banbury. 

This work also includes attending Outreach events (such as Winter & New Year 
Wishes) which looks to consult with local residents as well as working with 
other partners in the District to plan and deliver large scale Community events. 

This work has also expanded to incorporate ‘OX5 Better Together’ which will 
introduce a ‘Healthy Town’ approach to the whole Community in Kidlington 
and surrounding areas and the Healthy Bicester initiative.     

All of this work involves large numbers of local stakeholders and act as a focus 
point to co-ordinate service delivery, reduce duplication and share best 
practice as well as increasing delivery capacity across the whole district. 

Our work in these areas will link into the main themes of the Cherwell Play 
Strategy which include; Increased Participation / To Improve Play Spaces / 
Community Cohesion / Inclusivity / Develop Play in both Urban & Rural Areas / 
Promote Managed, Risky Play / To Introduce more Play into, and out of School 
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PROJECT RAF Benson Support Worker 

FUNDED BY  

 

 

 

PROJECT 
DETAILS 

Provide help and assistance to Families, stationed at RAF 
Benson, who have a Child with additional needs to help 
empower the lives of those Children. 

 
We were delighted to welcome Tracey-Lee Parker to the OPA Team in 2024 as 
our RAF Benson Support Worker following the receipt of 2 year funding from 
the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust. 
 
The project involves working with RAF Benson families in supporting their 
Children to access fun and positive Play opportunities within a Safe and 
Supportive environment across the site at locations to include their School and 
various out of school activities such as Youth Club, Uniformed groups and 
other activities whilst promoting Positive Activities and Behaviours, Increased 
Levels of Physical Activity and Healthy Lifestyles.  
 
The role does not support Children & Young People with complex or high level 
needs but rather those experiencing Lack of Confidence, Lack of Social Skills, 
Mild Behavioural Needs, Difficulties with their Social, Emotional and 
Communication processing and in their Understanding, Allergies and Autism 
who would benefit from adult support in accessing activities with their peers. 
 

 
   
 
As the project has developed we have also 
started additional support such as ‘Services 
Students Clubs’ during luchtimes at the local 
Secondary Schools 
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Following consultation with our partners and with Young People and Thanks to 
funding from Faringdon Town Council, Faringdon United Charity and 
Oxfordshire County Council we launched our ‘Faringdon Junior Youth Club’ in 
November 2021. 
 
The project is aimed at supporting Young People aged 10 to 13 as they 
transition to secondary school (school years 6 and 7) and is a mixture of 
Playwork / Youthwork 
 
Following initial delivery at Faringdon Town Football Club and Faringdon 
Cricket Club the sessions are now delivered at All Saints Church for 2 hours on 
a Tuesday evening with regular special guests or even trips out!. 
 
    

 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT Faringdon Junior Youth Club 

FUNDED BY  

 

PROJECT 
DETAILS 

A Junior Youth Club delivered weekly for Children aged 
from 10 to 13 in School Years 6 and 7  
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Our average attendance number per session at Faringdon Town Football Club 
from November 2021 to July 2022 was 5.04 Children and Young People per 
session 

Our average attendance after relaunching at Faringdon Cricket Club from 
November 2022 to February 2023 was 13.7 Children and Young People per 
session 

Our average attendance number from March to July 2023 (including the 
change to a Tuesday evening) was 12.6 Children and Young People per session.  

Our average attendance number for Autumn 2023 was 4.85 Children & Young 
People per session 

Our average attendance for Winter 2024 was 10.18 Children & Young People 
per session 

Our average attendance number for Spring / Summer 2024 was 15.54 Children 
& Young People per session 

Our average attendance number for Winter 2024 / 2025 was 21.45 Children & 
Young People per session again breaking the record for our highest ever 
average including our single, highest ever attendance of 35 Young People on 
11th March 2025!   

The Young People attending have produced their own Code of Conduct / Club 
Rules; 

1) NO Swearing – Talk to each other nicely 

2) NO Violence, Fighting or Aggression 

3) ASK for consent before taking photos 

4)  CLEAN / TIDY up after yourselves 

5) DON’T violate each others personal space 

6)  NO eating / drinking each others food, snacks or drinks unless invited 

7) INDOOR voices inside / OUTDOOR voices outside 

8) RESPECT each other, the venue and the staff  
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Friends of OPA are now able to support the Charity 
via the local Council Lotteries in South Oxfordshire, 

Vale of White Horse, Cherwell and Oxford City 
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PROJECT Science Together Project 

FUNDED 
BY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT 
DETAILS 

Science Together was a new collaboration between the Public Engagement 
Team and Researchers at both the University of Oxford and Brookes 
University and local Oxfordshire community groups. 

We were very fortunate to be chosen for the project in 2022 and be able to 
work with a team with the world class skills, knowledge and resources of 
the University of Oxford and Oxford Brookes University researchers  

SCIENCE TOGETHER was a brand new, grass-roots programme that 
harnessed the power of community-led collaborative research projects to 
overcome challenges and seize opportunities for people who live and work 
in Oxfordshire.  

We worked with our team of Volunteers from the Universities to produce a 
document entitled ‘Why Play is Important in Oxfordshire’ which, when 
finished was sent to our partners, funders and decision makers across the 
County. 

The full report can be found here; 
https://secureservercdn.net/160.153.138.71/ipa.75a.myftpupload.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/07/Why-is-Play-Important-June-2022-Oxfordshire-
Play-Association_Oxford-University_Oxford-Brookes-University.pdf 

A video celebrating our partnership was also created which can be found 
here; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=La16kMC-tJ0  

This report provided evidence from academic and non-academic sources 
highlighting the importance of play and the importance of supplying 
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resources to support play across Oxfordshire. Play positively impacts 
children's lives, including their physical and mental wellbeing and within 
their communities. 

 

 

 

 

We continued our work with the Team into 2023 and produced a 2nd report 
entitled ‘Play Matters’ which was produced after extensive consultation 
with Parents / Carers 

 https://www.gchu.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/OPA-PCER-
evidence-base-FINAL.pdf  

We are continuing to liaise with our partners and have submitted funding 
applications to continue our work moving forward 

 

 

 

43 Grants2025-03-10



 
 
 

PROJECT Neighbour-Ley 

FUNDED BY 

 

PROJECT 
DETAILS 

This 2 year project started in Autumn 2023 and completed 
in Spring 2025 and was delivered in partnership with our 
friends from the Oxford HUB. Neighbour-Ley was a project 
that delivered Fortnightly Stay & Play sessions at the Oxford 
HUB base at Windale Primary School in Blackbird Leys and 
offers Stay & Play for the Children and Parental Support for 
Parents & Carers     
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 07436 270267 

 www.oxonplay.org.uk 

 enquiries@oxonplay.org.uk 
 

 Facebook = Oxfordshire Play Association – OPA 
 

 Twitter = @oxonplay 
 

 Blue Sky = @oxon-play-assoc 

________________________________________ 

Oxfordshire Play Association 

Suite 8-05, Unit 8, Area C 

Radley Road Industrial Estate 

Radley Road, Abingdon  

Oxon. OX14 3RY  
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GUIDANCE NOTES 
 
 
Carterton Town Council has grants available for funding a project or activity. The Town Council 
grants are awarded at the discretion of the Grants Committee, and match funded up to 50% of 
costs to a maximum of £2,000; unless the Grants Committee decides that there are exceptional 
reasons to award a higher grant. Grants can be awarded to support a project, event or service, 
or to purchase equipment to help your group provide services to its users. Other funding can 
come from your own fundraising, existing resources or grants from other organisations. 
 
The Grants Committee reserves the right to monitor the application and use of any grant 
awarded and may withhold, withdraw or recover the grant if the funds are not used for the 
purposes described in the application.  
 
Application Process and Meeting Dates 
 
Grants Committee meetings are held 4 times a year and the committee reviews, discusses and 
makes a recommendation on the level of grant to be awarded to each applicant. The 
committee reserves the right not to award a grant to an applicant. Applicants are encouraged 
to attend the committee meeting, to present their case. The giving of a grant one year does not 
set a precedent for another year. 
 
The application form and supporting documents need to be submitted at least 20 working days 
prior to each committee meeting, to the Town Clerk, Simon Garwood - contact details above. 
Additional information or clarification may be requested to support your grant application 
before the meeting. The committee may defer an application, pending receipt of any additional 
information it requires.   
 
Please contact the Town Council if you have any questions before submitting your application. 
 

For Office Use Only 
 

Grant applications must be checked against the following criteria. Any questions where the 
answer is ‘no’ must be reported to the Grants Committee meeting where the application is 
being considered. 
 

Yes No 
(investigate) 

 

  The grant will result in a benefit for the area covered by the Town 
Council and will contribute positively to the area of Carterton? 

  Does the grant exclude ongoing running costs? 
  If the application is for running costs has the applicant included plans for 

where future running costs will be found from? 
  Is the grant for a group and not for individuals or organisations whose 

function is primarily undertaken by the health authority or Oxfordshire 
County Council’s Social Services? 
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  Is the grant for non-political or non-quasi-political organisations or 
projects? 

  Is the grant application for £2,000 or less? 
  For applications in excess of £2,000, has the applicant fully detailed the 

exceptional circumstances? 
  Does the application include the required financial and organisational 

information? 
  Is this the only application in this financial year from this group or 

organisation? 
  Is the applicant based in the Town Council area? If not has the applicant 

detailed what proportion of beneficiaries of the grant reside in the area?  
  Is the application for future funding? (ie not retrospective) 
  Is the grant for the sole use of the applying group and not to pass on 

money? 
  Has the applicant demonstrated how one-off grant funding will lead to 

greater self-sufficiency and lessen the need for future applications? 
  For applications for funds for security measures, does the applicant have 

the support of the local police or crime reduction officer?  
 
 
Assessing officer………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date of assessment……………………………………………………………………. 
 
Decision (delete as applicable) reject / return for further information / proceed to committee 
 
Approved as an agenda item for the Grants Committee meeting on ………………………………………….. 
 
Outcome at that meeting …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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