CARTERTON TOWN COUNCIL Speaal Isse
. June 2006
Carterton Town Crier

A series of newsletterswhich aimto keep residentsin touch. Please let us
have your views and comnents. Contact points are given below.

Experimental Closure of part of Black Bourton Road

Background

This is a speda edition d the Town Crier to let people know that the Town Courcil has
made aformal request to Oxfordshire Courty Courcil for an experimental closure of part of
Blad Bourton Road to last for a minimum of 6 months. It is expeded that the order will be
put in placein October this year.

Originally West Oxfordshire District Courcil’s Local Plan showed propasals to pedestrianise
the aosgoads end d both Bladk Bourton Road and Alvescot Road, along with the aeation o
an inner relief road to the south west to take the diverted traffic. Following a recent
Inspedor’s Report, the district courcil has removed the propcsal for the relief road bu has
left the propasals for pedestrianisation ‘as far as is practicable together with measures to
improve Wycombe Way for use by diverted traffic. A pullic consultation was held on
Carterton town centre last summer and the general view was that it was not feasible to
pedestrianise Alvescot Road, bu there was sme merit in closing the north end of Bladk
Bourton Road to traffic. Both the Town Courcil and CFF Partnership suppat this view.
Oxfordshire Courty Courcil Highways Department were gproached informally and have
suggested an ‘ experimental closure© to gauge the dfeds. This propacsal forms part of the work
to develop the south east part of Carterton town centre with more shops and faaliti es and the
pedestrian areawould make anatural link between the new shops and the Co-op superstore.
In additionit could provide anew site for the market stall holders if needed.

The Proposal

An experimenta closure would operate for a minimum of 6 months, after which the munty
courcil would review the situation taking accourt of locd views and those of statutory bodes
such as the locd courcils and pdice At that stage the order might be made permanent, be
abandored or be anended.

The aeain question runs from the a@osgoads up to the mini roundabou serving the Co-op
and Somerfield car parks, learing the service aea behind Somerfield to the west and the
entrance to the Co-op to the eat accessble from the south. Alvescot, Burford and Brize
Norton Roads will not be df ected (seemap overleaf for detail s).

In addition, in order to minimise the impad on the surroundng road network, we will be
seeking a traffic weight restriction (7.49 tons) to prevent heavy vehicles going aong
Milestone and Corbett Roads. The County Courcil will oversee the eection d al the
necessry signs in the town to warn everyone a@ou the dosure. The signs will dired traffic
along Upavon Way and Wycombe Way.
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The Pedestrian Area

Detail s have yet to be agreed onthe layout, and since it would be for an experimental period
no major work would be undertaken. However steps will be taken to make the aea atractive
for pedestrians and the market stalls may be locaed in the aeaon Thursdays. For the six-
month period it is likely that planters will be used to close off the road with drop davn
ballards to all ow emergency use. Cycles and pedestrianswill still be aleto usethe aea

Consultation

Discusgons have taken place with the store managers of bath Somerfield and Co-op and
neither see ay problems with deliveries to their stores. Individual shopkeepers along the
road are being approadied. Anyone wishing to dscussthese propasals further shoud contact
Catherine Chater or Janet Eustace & the Town Hall, Alvescot Road, Carterton, OX18 3IL.
Telephore 01993 842156:mail cchater@carterton-tc.gov.uk, jeustace@carterton-tc.gov.uk
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